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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose of Statement of Requirement

1.1.1 This document is the Statement of Requirement for the procurement, implementation and maintenance of a Statute Law Database Enquiry System.

1.2 Project Objectives

1.2.1 The objective of the project is to ensure the successful implementation of the system.

1.3 Procurement Scope

1.3.1 The DCA wishes to procure a system that supports the use of the database and required functionality specified in this document.

1.4 Project Management Methodology

1.4.1 DCA will use elements of the Projects in Controlled Environments (PRINCE 2) project management methodology to manage the implementation of the system. The supplier is expected to utilise industry standard quality assurance techniques throughout the life of the project.

1.5 Statement of Requirement - Supplier Responsibility

1.5.1 Whilst every endeavour has been made to give the supplier an accurate description of the system requirements in this document, the supplier should form its own conclusions about what is necessary to meet the requirements. The DCA cannot accept any responsibility for the supplier’s interpretation or assessment of the requirements.

1.6 Statement of Requirement Contact Point

1.6.1 All enquiries regarding functional and operational requirements contained in this document should be addressed to:

Clare Allison


Project Manager


Statutory Publications Office


Department for Constitutional Affairs


1st Floor,  Selborne House


54-60, Victoria Street


London, SW1E 6QW


Tel: 0207 210 2667     Fax: 0207 210 8550


e-mail:claire.allison@dca.gsi.gov.uk   


1.7 The Department for Constitutional Affairs

1.7.1 The Department for Constitutional Affairs is responsible for promoting general reforms in the civil law, for the procedure of the civil courts, for the administration of the Supreme Court (Court of Appeal, High Court and Crown Court) and county courts in England and Wales, for legal aid schemes, and for maintaining the whole of the statute (ie made by Parliament) law for Great Britain, including Westminster legislation extending to Northern Ireland. The Minister responsible for the Department is the Lord Chancellor who by his office is also responsible for advising the Crown on the appointment of senior judges (Circuit judges and above). The Lord Chancellor himself appoints members of the lower judiciary and certain other officers. 

1.8 Statutory Publications Office (SPO)

1.8.1 The SPO forms part of the Legal and Judicial Services Group within the Department for Constitutional Affairs. The primary purpose of the SPO is to produce revised editions of the statutes. Until 1991 this was achieved in the hard copy publication Statutes in Force. Since that date it has been the aim of SPO to present the revised statute book in an electronic format. This aim led to the development of the Editorial Statute Law Database (SLD).

1.8.2 The SLD is a searchable database of current and revised legislation. Primary legislation is updated to show the current position of the law whilst retaining earlier versions as part of an historic record.

1.8.3 The SPO currently has around 300 users of an existing enquiry database and there is a team of 2 staff running a helpdesk facility.

1.9 Statute Law

1.9.1 Statute Law is law created by Parliament. There is a substantial body of statute law, with some 3,700 Acts currently in force. While the bulk consists of modern statutes they do stretch back to 1267. In addition, Statutory Instruments and other subordinate legislation are closely associated with the statute law and are a means of bringing into effect or modifying existing Acts.

1.9.2 Statute law is the principal means of giving effect to Government policy. It also provides the framework for the implementation of Government policy using subordinate legislation and by administrative action.


1.9.3 Statute Law text is highly structured data whose structure, as reflected in the layout of text on the printed page, has legal effect. The incidences of white space, both vertically and horizontally, frequently has legal consequences.

1.9.4 The ready availability of text and other information concerning statute law is essential to the machinery of Government and Parliament. All those who are subject to legislative rules, as well as the enforcing and administering authorities, require access to the rules.

1.10 SPO IT Infrastructure

1.10.1  The SPO accesses the Editorial Statute Law Database (SLD) and automated office applications through a networked desktop service supplied and supported by Liberata. Although Liberata are the primary contractors, under Private Finance Initiatives (PFI) arrangements, Unisys, under contract to Liberata, are the providers of the IT support and services. 

1.10.2  The LAN in Selborne House is ethernet based, with structured data and voice cabling running 100Mb over copper and 1Gb over fibre backbone. Data and applications are held on Windows NT servers.  A CISCO switch is used at the core and has a router module and policy feature card. Users connect to the LAN via CISCO 4000 switches. The switches are configured so that users are logically grouped together in VLANs. A DHCP server allocates IP addresses to clients rather than hard coding client PCs.

1.10.3  Data is encoded with XML tagging in accordance with the Document Type Definitions (DTDs) (see Annex E for copies).  Images are scanned, held in .TIF format and separately loaded on to the system. They are referenced within the document (XML) text and automatically embedded when an appropriate enquiry is made on the existing “published” database.

1.10.4 The editorial system utilises TSO ActiveText content management system and Corel XMetaL to maintain a database held in XML format.

1.10.5  The SLD Server System comprises of :-

Hardware

Dell Power Edge 2650 Rack Mounted Server

Single Xeon 2.8 Ghz Processor

2GB 200 Mhz DDR (4 x 512MB)

5 x 73GB 10K RPM SCSI Hard Disks

Imbedded PERC 3 RAID controller

8 x DVD ROM Internal

Two Redundant Power Supplies

Adaptec 39160 Ultra160 SCSI PCI ard

128MB Ultra160 PERC3/Di embedded RAID

APC Smart-UPS 1500i

Ultrium LTO 230 Backup Tape Device (100/200 GB)

Software

Windows 2000 Server x 1

Arcserve 2000 Advanced/Enteerprise Edition x1

SQL Server Standard Edition x1

SQL Server CAL x 6

MIIS 5

Micrrosoft .Net Framework

MDAC Ver6

TSO Active Text Web Services

TSO SLD Plugin Component Module

TSO ActiveText API

TSO ActiveText

1.11 Overview of  the Current System

1.11.1  The Editorial Statute Law Database is an electronic database of legislation. The legislation is held in TSO ActiveText, a content management system. Documents held in ActiveText are stored in XML and conform to the specified DTD (Document Type Definition). Documents held on ActiveText have been fragmented. The documents are edited using XMetaL. XMetaL has been tailored to allow editors to check documents in and out of the database for editing.

1.11.2  The existing enquiry database is a searchable enquiry system populated with data from the original editorial SLD. Data is held in HTML format and is resident on a SUN UNIX Ultra box.   Data is no longer being published to the existing enquiry system. The enquiry system is still available to pilot users.


1.12 Replacement System

1.12.1  The enquiry system will be available to all users on GSI (Government Secure Intranet). The enquiry system will be populated from the Editorial Statute Law Database. Frequency of export will be dependant on the solution provided and will therefore be picked up during detailed discussions about the final design.

1.13 Functional Requirements

1.13.1 The functional requirements are specified at Annex C.

1.14 Accessibility Requirements

1.14.1  The Accessibility requirements are specified at Annex D.

1.15 Data Requirements

1.15.1  The data requirements are specified at Annex E.

1.16 Audit Requirements

1.16.1  The system SHOULD provide a facility for logging principal user activity  (audit log), enabling the tracing and interrogation of transactions. 

1.17 Number of Users

1.17.1  Estimated as 1900 across 40 government organisations in Government Legal Service but another 1000 involved in research work and tied to drafting secondary legislation.

1.18 Volumes

1.18.1 Business transaction volumes (average) per annum are:

Public General Acts


45
(3689 electronic pages)

Local Acts



 8
(165 electronic pages)

Scottish Acts



12
(21 electronic pages)

Northern Ireland Acts

5
(155 electronic pages)

Statutory Instruments


1716
(11058 electronic pages)


Local Statutory Instruments

143
(632 electronic pages)

Scottish Statutory Instruments
270
(1973 electronic pages)

Local Scottish Statutory Instr. 
10 
(50 electronic pages)

Statutory Rules


28
(378 electronic pages)

General Synod Measures

1
(21 electronic pages)

Archbishops’ Instruments

4
(4 electronic pages).


1.18.2  Daily transactions (average) once all legacy data has been provided and loaded, should typically be 1 Act, 10 Statutory Instruments and 2 Images. These could arrive in batches of up to 50.


1.18.3  The database has currently been populated with 50% of required Primary Legislation and 25% Secondary. In addition some 10,000 Images have also been imported. The current size is 20Gb. It is expected that once fully populated, the database will hold 26,000 records and predicted size (up to and including 2003 data is expected to be approximately 40Gb.

1.18.4  In terms of electronic pages, there are approximately 152,000 for secondary legislation and 135,000 for primary legislation. 

1.18.5  The Publication of documents will be triggered by either:-

i)   Initial Publication Process. 

a) The process by which all documents in “Publishable” stage are initially published onto the Enquiry System. 

ii)  Documents amended on the Database. 

a) Updated Documents, fragments or related records (i.e. Commentary records) should only be published once work has been completed for the whole document to which they relate. The Workflow facility in ActiveText will be used by SPO to indicate whole documents are at “Update” stage when work is allocated and “Publishable” stage once all the work on that document is completed. 

b) Where there are links to amending document fragments the amending fragment or fragments need to be published in conjunction with the amended document. (Note: there will not always be an amending document and also amendments do not always alter text for instance they can just change the commentary record.)

iii) Import onto database. 

a) Those documents that have been imported onto the database since the last publish, whose stage has also been moved to “Publishable”. 


2 OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

2.1 System Software Requirements

2.1.1 Any changes made to the enquiry system as part of the total solution e.g. manual interventions on export, should be accessible from the Administration functionality in ActiveText and must be consistent with existing menus.

2.2 System Requirements

2.2.1 The enquiry system MUST be built to operate on an industry standard platform. The DCA would prefer the following technology environment:

i) Windows Operating System (Windows 2003 preferred)

ii) Web Server (Microsoft IIS preferred)

iii) Web services Infrastructure (NET preferred)

iv) Relational Database (Microsoft SQL Server preferred)

2.3 `Year 2000 Compliance

2.3.1 The supplier MUST confirm that:

i) No value for the current date will cause any interruption to the performance and functionality of the software;

ii) All manipulations of time and date related data will produce the correct results for all valid date values within the application;

iii) Data elements in interfaces and data storage will permit specifying the century to avoid ambiguity; and

iv) Where date elements are represented without a century, the correct century shall be derived for any processing of that date element.

2.4 Data Input Controls and Validation

2.4.1 Documents should only be Published to the enquiry system if the whole document has parsed.

2.4.2 Where documents are ready for Publish but contain unresolved links, those links should not be carried through into the Published document.

2.5 Data Output Controls 

2.5.1 All standard report layouts MUST be agreed with the DCA during the supplier’s detailed analysis of the system requirements.

2.5.2 All reports SHOULD have a report header and end of report indicator and the pages SHOULD be numbered.

2.5.3 It SHOULD be possible to re-output all regular reports on an ad hoc basis.

2.5.4 It SHOULD be possible to re-start print programs from any given page and print any selected page.

2.6 System Maintenance and Support Requirements

2.6.1 The supplier MUST be able to maintain and support the system for the life of the system.

2.7 System Documentation Requirements

2.7.1 The following documentation MUST be provided by the supplier:

i) system user manual;

ii) system manual for the System Manager;

iii) operation manuals for any other software, hardware, communications or other equipment provided by the supplier for the system.

2.7.2 All documentation provided SHOULD:

i) be paginated and contain a comprehensive index and glossary;

ii) be written in Plain English, avoiding jargon and, wherever possible, technical terms.  Any technical terms that have to be used MUST be included in a glossary;

iii) have a standard presentational format which is set out in an easy to follow manner;

iv) cover all areas of the system to which the user has access, including user level troubleshooting and error handling instructions;

v) cover all reasonable system eventualities.

2.7.3 The documentation referred to above MUST be provided in hard copy.

2.7.4 The documentation referred to above SHOULD be provided in electronic format.

2.8 Training Requirements

2.8.1 The supplier MUST provide full training for the System Manager and selected users.

2.9 Support Requirements

2.10 User Interface Requirements

2.10.1 The system MUST conform to the Health and Safety (Display Screen Equipment) regulations, 1992, as given at Annex B.

2.10.2  The supplier MUST provide a clear statement of compliance with the Accessibility requirements outlined in Annex D.

2.10.3 All individual screen layouts MUST be agreed with the DCA during the supplier’s detailed analysis of the system requirements.

2.10.4 Error messages MUST be in English and SHOULD clearly describe the error.

2.11 System Help Requirements

2.11.1 The system SHOULD have an on-line help facility, which:

i) SHOULD be appropriate to the complexity and planned usage of the system;

ii)  SHOULD be consistent with any software package tailoring undertaken, if applicable.

2.11.2 The supplier MUST state their proposals for the on-line help of the system.

2.12 System Access Control Requirements

2.12.1  In relation to the extension of functionality on the existing editorial system to accommodate the export facility, access should be restricted to those with administration permissions.

2.13 System Integrity and Monitoring Requirements

2.13.1 The system MUST provide the capability of preserving the integrity of data during update operations.

2.13.2 Facilities SHOULD be provided to enable the database to be examined to check for possible inconsistencies in the data organisation (e.g. integrity checks to ensure that the correct links exist between related records).

2.13.3 It MUST be possible to restore data to the database in the event of system, hardware, software, or other faults.

2.14 System Availability and Recovery Requirements

2.14.1 Full system recovery following a “serious” system fault MUST be achieved within two working days of the fault occurring.

2.14.2 Recovery procedures MUST be clearly defined and documented.

2.14.3 It SHOULD be possible to recover the system database after a non-destructive failure to the point of the last completed update transaction.

2.15 Software Release Version

2.17.1
The system MUST display the release version of the software.


3 CONTRACTUAL REQUIREMENTS

3.1
Liaison

3.1.1 Within the DCA the Project Manager, (or any other person appointed as such), will be the Contract Manager and responsible for the day to day running of the Contract.

3.1.2 The DCA shall make available the appropriate people for meetings and consultation as agreed between the DCA and the Supplier.

3.1.3 The Supplier shall provide check point reports by Monday noon each week for the previous week, to attend project management meetings as required and to maintain an up to date detailed project plan using the DCA’s standard planning tool.

3.1.4 The Supplier shall provide all necessary technical support for the system.

3.2 Contract Period

3.2.1 The Contract shall commence on the date of the letter of acceptance and continue until all aspects of the requirement have been carried out to the satisfaction of the Project Manager.  However, the DCA may, by giving thirty days notice in writing, terminate the Contract at any stage of the requirement.

3.2.2 The DCA shall reimburse the Supplier against any commitments, liabilities or expenditure reasonably incurred up to the point of termination.  However, the Supplier shall not be entitled to any severance payment or compensation for loss of profits.

3.2.3 This is in addition to all other rights of termination.

3.3 Personnel

3.3.1 Personnel named by the Supplier within the Contract shall be available for the duration of the Contract and shall not be replaced without the prior written agreement of the Project Manager.

3.4 Variations

3.4.1 If any variations become necessary to the services to be supplied under this Contract either party must immediately provide full details of the proposed variations to the other and give not less than five days notice unless otherwise agreed by the Project Manager.   No alteration, addition or omission from this Specification shall be implemented without the written agreement of both parties.

3.5 Travel and Subsistence

3.5.1 The DCA shall pay travel and subsistence only should the Supplier be required by the Project Manager to travel to the Court Service or other associated offices.  These must be expenses necessarily incurred and actuals.  These will be paid up to the maximum shown on the Price Schedule.  Travel may be first class and subsistence will not exceed Civil Service Class 2 rates.  The Supplier may claim travel by car at the Public Transport rate of 25p per mile.

3.6 Invoices and Payment

3.6.1 The Supplier shall submit an invoice to the DCA upon, in the opinion of the Project Manager, the satisfactory completion of each stage of the Project or as agreed with the Project Manager.  Each invoice must be submitted to the Project Manager within 14 days and must quote the completion charge on the basis of prices tendered.

3.7 The Supplier

3.7.1 No claims by the Supplier for additional payments will be allowed on the grounds of misunderstanding or misinterpretation due to lack of knowledge of the requirements as set out in this Specification.

3.8 Intellectual Property Rights

3.8.1 All rights, title and interest in any Intellectual Property Rights, including but not limited to those embodied in any:

(a)
designs, architectures, technical configurations, business processes or working practices;

(b)
Computer Software;

(c)
logos, trade marks, domain names and/or other names, addresses or brands; and/or

(d)
reports, manuals and/or other documentation (whether in hard copy or electronic format), including any preparatory versions of the same, which relate in any way to the design, development or operation of the requirement or to the delivery of the requirement;

which are specifically generated by the Supplier, or specifically generated by any of its sub-contractors or agents and subsequently acquired by the Supplier, in the design and development of the requirement or in the delivery of the requirement shall belong to an be the absolute property of the Crown and automatically vest in the Crown without further formality on coming into existence.  In no circumstances shall the Crown acquire title to the Intellectual Property Rights in the Libraries of Software and the Pre-Existing Intellectual Property rights. 

4 Implementation and system acceptance REQUIREMENTS

4.1 Implementation Timetable

4.1.1 A proposed timetable is attached at Annex A. The supplier MUST either:

a)
state that they are able to adhere to the DCA’s procurement and implementation timetable;

or

b)
state that it is able to adhere to the DCA’s procurement timetable and provide its alternative implementation timetable stating the date on which the system would commence full live running. 

4.2 System Acceptance

4.2.1 System acceptance will be subject to satisfactory completion of acceptance testing which will be specified and conducted by the DCA.

4.3 Application Testing

4.3.1 The supplier MUST supply copies of its application test plans upon request from DCA.

4.3.2 The supplier MUST test the system in an environment which mirrors the proposed live environment as closely as possible, unless agreed otherwise by DCA.

4.3.3 All releases MUST be tested by the supplier to the supplier’s own internal quality assurance procedures, except where agreed beforehand by DCA.

4.4 Software Release

4.4.1 Each release of software MUST be supplied with an incremental version number.

4.4.2 Each release of software MUST be supplied with a release note detailing the changes and modifications provided by that release version.

4.4.3 Each release of software MUST be supplied with appropriately amended manuals, except where agreed by DCA.

5 RESPONSE TO THE STATEMENT OF REQUIREMENT 

5.1 Purpose of Proposal

5.1.1 The supplier MUST use the Proposal to set out in detail its proposed solution to the requirements appearing in this Statement of Requirement.

5.1.2 All the mandatory requirements MUST be met.

5.2 Format of Proposal

5.2.1 The Proposal MUST be presented as described below:

i) Contract: the supplier MUST confirm that the supply and maintenance of this system will operate under the General Terms and Conditions for the Supply of Goods and Services of the GCat Agreement, specific terms are outlined under Contractual Requirements, the supplier is invited to comment;

ii) Implementation timetable: Details outlined in section 4.1.

iii) Proposed system: the supplier MUST describe:

a) its proposed solution and operating environment (hardware and software);

b) any constraints or limitations imposed by the proposed solution;

iv) Functional requirements: the supplier MUST re-produce Annex C of this document and state clearly after each requirement:

a) whether or not it can meet that requirement;

b) how that requirement will be met;

v) Operational requirements: the supplier MUST re-produce Section 2 of this document and state clearly after each requirement:

a) whether or not it can meet that requirement;

b) how that requirement will be met;


vi) Development and Implementation: the supplier MUST describe:

a) its overall approach to the development of the system;

b) how it will conduct the detailed analysis and design of the system, with specific reference to review points, and describe how the agreed analysis and design will be documented;

c) the quality assurance procedures that will be used for acceptance testing and release of software;

d) the proposed approach to implementing and installing the system and converting from the existing system;

vii) Software Testing and Release: the supplier MUST confirm acceptance of the software testing and release requirements at section 4;

viii) Acceptance Testing; the supplier MUST describe the scope of their support for the acceptance testing process by describing:

a) the support they expect to provide during acceptance testing;

b) whether their estimates include or exclude the time taken for them to correct software defects, which are agreed by both parties to be faults;

c) any exclusions or assumptions.

ix) Project Plan: the supplier MUST provide a project plan (and any other supporting documentation, as required) for the system analysis, design, build and implementation stage showing;

a) deliverables (with brief description for each);

b) activities – including those relating to quality control (with brief description for each);

c) resource estimates – including those relating to use of DCA resource (with brief description for each type);

d) a schedule (optionally in the form of a Gantt chart) showing timings and dependencies;


e)
assumptions on which the Project Plan has been based.

xiii)
Costs: the supplier MUST state the costs associated with its proposal - all figures to exclude Value Added Tax as follows:

a)
costs - pre-system go live:

· analysis, design and build (daily consultancy rates x number of days required);

· application testing (daily consultancy rates x number of days required);

· set-up and installation of the system (daily rates x number of consultancy days required);

· software licence costs and the basis on which they have been calculated, e.g. concurrent user or installation basis;

· supply, set-up and installation of any additional software, hardware, communications or other equipment required;

· supply of all system documentation required;

· supply of all pre system go live training (broken down by type, daily rates x number of days required);

· supply of technical or other consultancy support for acceptance testing (daily consultancy rates x number of days required);

· data conversion including the design/build/test of the data conversion routines (daily consultancy rates x number of days required);

· any other costs (broken down and fully described);

b)
costs post-system go live

· maintenance and support of the system per annum, including cost per user if relevant;

· maintenance and support of any additional software, hardware, communications or other equipment required (per annum and broken down by categories listed in this sentence);

· supply of post system go live training (broken down by type and daily rates);

· supply of post system go live technical or other consultancy support (only state if different to costs stated for pre system go live above);

· any other costs (broken down and fully described).

xiv)
Further information: the supplier may provide any additional information that it considers appropriate.

Annex A

Annex A : Outline Project Timetable



Key Activity/Milestone



Expected Completion Date

SoR Issued to Suppliers



6th August 2004

Supplier Responses Received



20th August 2004



Evaluation





31st August 2004



Award Contract




3rd September 2004



System Installation




29th November 2004


User Testing





7th January 2004

Implementation




21st January 2005

System Live





31st January 2005

Annex B

Annex B : SI 1992/2792 Health and Safety

(Display Screen Equipment) Regulations 1992

Annex C

Functional Requirements

1.1
It MUST be possible for the end user to identify the Website being accessed and its purpose. 

1.2
It MUST be possible for the end user to view updateable information and messages or items of news regarding the database, as provided by SPO. This must include a Crown Copyright statement and a disclaimer about misuse of the site. 

1.3 It MUST be possible for the end user to establish how up to date is the editorial content of the database on a record by record basis, using data provided by SPO. 

1.4 It MUST be possible for SPO to compile and maintain pages containing information, messages, items of news regarding the database or details on the status of the database.

1.5
There MUST be a facility for the end user to give feedback about the database to the Statutory Publications Office.

1.6
It MUST be possible for end users to search the system for required documents using the following search criteria or any combination of those criteria

· Legislation Type (All Lex Types currently held on the Editorial System and those that maybe added in the future)

· Title (Full Title of Act or any word contained in the title)

· Year

· Chapter Number/ S.I. Number (or corresponding elements for all legislation on SLD)

· Localisation (extent) (i.e. E.W.S.NI. or any combination of these and any specified by SPO in the future, see para. 1.8 below)

· Operative Dates

· Words and Phrases

· Confers Power 

· Blanket Amendment

· Meta Data Fields (Current and Future).

1.7 The search facility MUST allow Boolean searches and wildcards.

1.8 In conducting a search that includes any localisation (extent) criterion, it must be possible for the end user to choose either to obtain only results that are “equal to” that criterion or to obtain all results that are “equal to or greater than” that criterion (e.g. the user selecting E+W must have the option of obtaining only the results that exactly match that extent or obtain results that include greater extents i.e. in this case, E+W+S,  E+W+NI and  E+W+S+NI) (A list of the possible extents can be found in Annex F).

1.9 It MUST be possible for the end user to choose the way in which the search results are complied (e.g. chronological order, order of relevance, alphabetical order).

1.10 It MUST be possible for the end user to view the result of a search and to identify the best matches to the search criteria using an expandable results list of matching fragments.

1.11 The fragments that match the search criteria SHOULD be highlighted to the end user.

1.12 It MUST be possible for the end user to view entire items of legislation.

1.13 It MUST be possible for the end user to view individual fragments.

1.14 It MUST be possible for the end user to view a document in a format that is consistent with the Queens Printer hard copy, including any tables or images.

1.15 It MUST be possible for the end user to view an item of legislation as it stood when it was enacted (or as it stood at the base date of 1.2.1991 if that is later).

1.16 It MUST be possible for the end user to track and view a whole document and any provision (fragment) as it stood on a particular date.

1.17 It MUST be possible for an end user to be able to view the latest version of a  whole document and/or any provision (fragment) selected.

1.18 It MUST be possible for the end user to view a ‘arrangement of sections’ of provisions in an item of legislation and to move from that list to any selected provision in a single operation. 

1.19 It MUST be possible for the end user to navigate entire items of legislation. This should include scrolling, provision number specification, word and phrase searches and tabbing from field to field. Methods of navigation and document selection should be consistent throughout the website.

1.20 In carrying out word or phrase searches, any markers or embedded codes in the text SHOULD be ignored.

1.21 It MUST be possible for the end user to identify easily, where applicable, that a provision (fragment) has more than one version.

1.22 It MUST be possible for the end user, where applicable, to be able to identify and view successive versions of a provision (fragment), move between those versions and identify easily which version they are viewing.

1.23 It MUST be possible for the end user, where applicable, to be able to identify and view concurrent versions of a provision (fragment), move between those versions and identify easily which version they are viewing.

1.24 The end user MUST be notified of any prospective amendment or prospective version relating to the provision (fragment) they are viewing.

1.25 It MUST be possible, where appropriate, for the end user to view the relevant fragment with or without prosp. amendments. [The solution must take into account the fact that prosp. amendments will have been applied differently on old and new editorial systems and may appear either in separate prospective versions or be embedded in the current version].

1.26 It MUST be possible for the end user to view “start dates” and “end dates” attributed to the whole document and to each version of any provision (fragment). 

1.27 It MUST be possible for the end user to view the localisation (extent) attributed for search purposes to the whole document and to each version of any provision (fragment). 

1.28 It MUST be possible for the end user to identify provisions (fragments) that make ‘blanket amendments’. 

1.29 It MUST be possible for the end user to identify provisions (fragments) that confer power to make subordinate legislation. 
1.30 It MUST be possible for the end user to identify clearly amendments to text and repeals of text in any provision or other part of the document so amended, including insertion, substitution and repeal of whole provisions, headings etc.

1.31 It MUST be possible for the end user to view added editorial information (‘commentary’) relating to a whole item of legislation, to any heading relating to a level of division within the legislation (e.g. Schedule, Part, Chapter), to any provision or sub-provision or to any identified amendment text anywhere in the document, in context with the fragment that it relates to.

1.32 When viewing a whole document or document fragment the end user MUST only be shown the Commentary that relates to the version selected.

1.33 Commentary MUST be displayed within the document and must be visible within the section or fragment in which it relates to.

1.34 It MUST be possible to move between the commentary reference within the text of the provision and the Commentary.

1.35 Where Commentary is held at Parent Level due to the addition of a new child fragment it MUST be possible for the end user to see commentary both at Parent Level and at the level of the amended Child fragment.

1.36 It MUST be possible for the end user to be able to distinguish between different                             types of commentary as specified editorially by SPO (e.g. commentary relating to: textual amendments (F-note); non-textual modifications (C-note); commencement information (I-note); extent information (E-note) etc.). 

1.37 The system MUST provide the end user with a printer-friendly version of the document.

1.38 It MUST be possible for the end user to return to the first or last page or document viewed in one single operation.

1.39 It MUST be possible for the end user to copy selected text for pasting to other applications (with or without embedded codes or footnotes, or the equivalent method adopted for displaying editorial information).

1.40 It MUST be possible, using the links generated editorially in ActiveText, to move from the amended document fragment to the version of the amending fragment from which the amendment was originally copied (i.e. the version in which the link was first created).

1.41 It MUST be possible, using the links generated editorially in ActiveText, to move from the amending document fragment to the version of the amended fragment into which the amendment was originally pasted (i.e. the version in which the link was first created).

1.42 Where a link has been navigated and the user is shown the relevant amending or amended fragment, it MUST be possible for the end user to view the attributes of that destination fragment, move between any existing versions of that fragment and have the option to navigate through the whole document. [We understand there is an issue surrounding which version of the destination document would be accessed. Ideally it should be possible for the end user to be presented with an option to choose either the latest version or specify the date and extent criteria. If this is not possible the default should be the latest version].

1.43 When viewing a whole document or document fragment the end user MUST be shown all the links that relate to amendments appearing in the version selected and no other links.

1.44 Where multiple identical commentaries have been created on ActiveText for a number of amendments it would be HIGHLY DESIRABLE if only one commentary was displayed and that one commentary was related to each of the amendments

1.45 It would be HIGHLY DESIRABLE for the end user to be able to save documents accessed for viewing at another time.

1.46 It would be HIGHLY DESIRABLE for the end user to be able to set a series of bookmarks throughout a viewed document, that can be navigated between.

1.47 It would be DESIRABLE for the end user to be able to view more than one item of legislation at the same time.

1.48 It would be DESIRABLE for the end user to be able to track the last 10 pages or documents viewed.

1.49 It would be DESIRABLE for the end user to be able to identify clearly amendment text as it appears in the amending provision (and to distinguish it from amendment text as it appears in the provision amended).

1.50 It would be DESIRABLE for the end user to be able, when viewing a specific provision, to view simultaneously any headings relating to that provision (e.g. Schedule heading, Part heading, Chapter heading, italic cross-heading) whether or not those headings immediately precede that provision, and also to view the title and number of the item of legislation. 

1.51 It would be DESIRABLE for the end user to be able to view a list of all items of legislation of any specified type carried on SLD (arranged, at the user’s option, either alphabetically or chronologically) and to access from such list any selected item of legislation.

Annex D

Annex D: Accessibility Requirements

D2
Accessibility Requirements

D2.1
The enquiry system MUST comply with e-GIF (e-Government Interoperability Framework published 30th April 2004) and the Guidelines for UK Government Websites – Illustrated Handbook for Web Management Teams (published May 2002), where relevant.


D2.2
The enquiry system MUST adhere to an AA web accessibility ranking (as developed by World Wide Web Consortium’s (WC3) Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI)), where relevant.

D2.3
It is HIGHLY DESIRABLE that the enquiry system adhere to an AAA web accessibility ranking as developed by World Wide Web Consortium’s (WC3) Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI)), where relevant.

Annex E

Annex E: Data Requirements

E1
Data Publishing

E1.1
Data for publishing on to the new system is held on a separate server and is in the following format:

· XML, fragmented into composite documents (fragments) within TSO ActiveText Content Management  System.

· Images held predominantly in Tif format. 

E2
Data Structure

E2.1
The XML structure of the data is conformant to the following Document Type Declaration (Current Version 1.6) :-

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<!-- 

  SLD XML DTD v1.6

  Marc Sturman 

  06-07-2004

  Change log:


1.0: original

  
1.1: allowed table within amendment, and text optional within subject


1.2: changed font's class attribute to specify a fixed list


1.3: allowed FormattedText inside "font", to allow for quotation/defterm


1.4: allowed FormattedText inside "referto", to allow font formatting (hw*) within reference text


1.5: allowed "list" within TD


1.6: added div-preamble to be instead of para in preamble for paragraphs that have sub divisions


     added sub divisions to div-note for note paragraphs that have sub divisions

  The following elements must be allowed to remain empty to facilitate document fragmentation:

  
frontmatter, mainbody, part, subpart, subsubpart, 

  
section, subsection, div-1, signatures, endmatter

-->

<!ENTITY % ISOlat1 PUBLIC "ISO8879-1986//ENTITIES Added Latin1//EN" "ISOLat1.ent">

%ISOlat1;

<!ENTITY % ISOlat2 PUBLIC "ISO8879-1986//ENTITIES Added Latin2//EN" "ISOLat2.ent">

%ISOlat2;

<!ENTITY % ISOgrk1 PUBLIC "ISO8879-1986//ENTITIES Greek Letters//EN" "ISOgrk1.ent">

%ISOgrk1;

<!ENTITY % ISOgrk2 PUBLIC "ISO8879-1986//ENTITIES Monotoniko Greek//EN" "ISOgrk2.ent">

%ISOgrk2;

<!ENTITY % ISOnum PUBLIC "ISO8879-1986//ENTITIES Numeric and Special Graphic//EN" "ISOnum.ent">

%ISOnum;

<!ENTITY % ISOpub PUBLIC "ISO8879-1986//ENTITIES Publishing//EN" "ISOpub.ent">

%ISOpub;

<!ENTITY % SLDExtra SYSTEM "sld-extra.ent">

%SLDExtra;

<!-- MathML for Formula sections -->

<!ENTITY % MATHML.prefixed "INCLUDE">

<!ENTITY % MATHML.DTD PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD MathML 2.0//EN" "mathml2.dtd">

%MATHML.DTD;

<!-- General entities -->

<!ENTITY % FormattedText "#PCDATA | font | defterm | quotation">

<!ENTITY % GeneralContent "formula | table | image | para | text | marginnote">

<!ENTITY % AmendmentContent "part | subpart | subsubpart | section | subsection | div-1 | div-2 | div-3 | div-4 | div-5 | schedule | formula | table | list | defterm | quotation | para | text | font | amendment">

<!-- Table Entities -->

<!-- Cell Spanning - enter only an integer number of cells to span -->

<!ENTITY % CellSpanning "colspan CDATA #IMPLIED








 rowspan CDATA #IMPLIED">

<!-- Cell Alignment - enter only left | center | right -->

<!ENTITY % CellAlignment "align (left | center | right) #IMPLIED 







  
 valign (left | center | right) #IMPLIED">

<!-- Document element -->

<!ELEMENT slddata (metadata, frontmatter*, mainbody?, schedules*, endmatter?, commentaries?)>

<!ATTLIST slddata


class CDATA #REQUIRED

>

<!-- metadata - 





act may populate all





si's will populate title, isbn and acttype + identity

-->

<!ELEMENT metadata (title, identity?, group?, isbn, type, source?, distributioncode?, issuedate?)>

<!-- front matter in different possible stuctures for act and si -->

<!ELEMENT frontmatter (((longtitle, enactdate?, preamble?, wordsofenactment?) | (deptcode?, draftstatus*, banner, subject+, approval?, datedraftlaid?, datemade, datelaid*, dateinforce?, royalpresence?, (preamble | resolution)?))?, commentaries?)>

<!ATTLIST frontmatter


activetext_fragment_id CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT mainbody ((part | subsubpart | section | div-1)*, signatures?, commentaries?)>

<!ATTLIST mainbody


activetext_fragment_id CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT schedules (heading?, (amendment | schedule)*, commentaries?)>

<!ATTLIST schedules


activetext_fragment_id CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT endmatter (explanatorynote?, earlierorder*, commentaries?)>

<!ATTLIST endmatter


activetext_fragment_id CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!-- metadata elements - no formatting required -->

<!ELEMENT source (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT chapter (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT distributioncode (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT group (#PCDATA | text | group)*>

<!ELEMENT identity (year, lexnumber, regnalinfo?, ambiguity?)>

<!ELEMENT lexnumber (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT regnalinfo (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT ambiguity (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT isbn (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT issuedate (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT title (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT type (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT year (#PCDATA)>

<!-- front matter - acts -->

<!ELEMENT enactdate (date)>

<!-- textual form of date -->

<!ELEMENT longtitle (%GeneralContent;)*>

<!-- long title (description) -->

<!ELEMENT preamble (%GeneralContent;|div-preamble)*>

<!--05/07/04

<!ELEMENT preamble (%GeneralContent;)*>

 -->

<!ELEMENT div-preamble (text | para | formula | amendment | div-2 | div-3 | div-4 | div-5)*>

<!-- div-preamble, preamble that has divisions -->

<!-- preamble -->

<!ELEMENT wordsofenactment (%GeneralContent;)*>

<!-- words of enactment (Be it enacted...) -->

<!-- front matter - sis -->

<!ELEMENT deptcode (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT draftstatus (%FormattedText;)*>

<!ELEMENT banner (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT subject (text?, subsubject*)>

<!ELEMENT subsubject (%FormattedText;)*>

<!ELEMENT approval (#PCDATA)>

<!ELEMENT datemade (text, date?)>

<!ELEMENT datelaid (text, date?)>

<!ELEMENT datedraftlaid (text, date?)>

<!ELEMENT dateinforce (text, (clauseinforce* | date?))>

<!ELEMENT clauseinforce (text, date?)>

<!ELEMENT royalpresence (para+)>

<!ELEMENT resolution (para+)>

<!-- parts - contain number/heading, other parts and actual div content last  -->

<!ELEMENT part (number?, referto?, heading*, (%GeneralContent; | subpart | subsubpart | section | div-1)*, commentaries?)>

<!ATTLIST part


activetext_fragment_id CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT subpart (number?, referto?, heading*, (%GeneralContent; | subsubpart | section | div-1)*, commentaries?)>

<!ATTLIST subpart


activetext_fragment_id CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT subsubpart (number?, referto?, heading*, (%GeneralContent; | div-1)*, commentaries?)>

<!-- class indicates alignment (new scottish style) -->

<!ATTLIST subsubpart


activetext_fragment_id CDATA #IMPLIED


class (left | center) #IMPLIED

>

<!-- sections -->

<!ELEMENT section (number?, referto?, heading*, (%GeneralContent; | subsection | div-1)*, commentaries?)>

<!ATTLIST section


activetext_fragment_id CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT subsection (number?, referto?, heading*, (%GeneralContent; | div-1?)*, commentaries?)>

<!ATTLIST subsection


activetext_fragment_id CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!-- divisions -->

<!ELEMENT div-1 ((heading | number)*, divcontent-1*, commentaries?)>

<!-- class indicates alignment/spacing -->

<!ATTLIST div-1


activetext_fragment_id CDATA #IMPLIED


class (a | b | d | f | h) #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT div-2 ((heading | number)*, divcontent-2*)>

<!ATTLIST div-2


class (b | c | d | e | f | g | h) #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT div-3 ((heading | number)*, divcontent-3*)>

<!ATTLIST div-3


class (c | e | f | g | h | i | j | k | m | p) #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT div-4 ((heading | number)*, divcontent-4*)>

<!ATTLIST div-4


class (e | f | g | h | i | j | k | l | m) #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT div-5 ((heading | number)*, divcontent-5*)>

<!ATTLIST div-5


class (e | f | g | h | i | j | k | l | m) #IMPLIED

>

<!-- division content blocks -->

<!ELEMENT divcontent-1 (%GeneralContent; | list | div-2 | div-3 | div-4 | amendment)*>

<!ELEMENT divcontent-2 (%GeneralContent; | list | div-3 | div-4 | amendment)*>

<!ELEMENT divcontent-3 (%GeneralContent; | list | div-4 | div-5 | amendment)*>

<!ELEMENT divcontent-4 (%GeneralContent; | list | div-5 | amendment)*>

<!ELEMENT divcontent-5 (%GeneralContent; | list | amendment)*>

<!-- end matter -->

<!ELEMENT explanatorynote (text, div-note+)>

<!ELEMENT earlierorder (text, (div-note+ | table))>

<!ELEMENT div-note ((heading | number)*, (%GeneralContent;| div-2 | div-3 | div-4 | div-5)*)>

<!-- 05/07/04

<!ELEMENT div-note ((heading | number)*, (%GeneralContent;)*)>

-->

<!ATTLIST div-note


class (a | b | c | d | e | f | g | h) #IMPLIED

>

<!-- paragraphs -->

<!ELEMENT para (text | para | formula | amendment)*>

<!-- schedules -->

<!ELEMENT schedule (number?, referto?, heading*, (%GeneralContent; | part | subsubpart | section | div-1 | amendment)*, signatures?, commentaries?)>

<!ATTLIST schedule


activetext_fragment_id CDATA #IMPLIED


page CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!-- tables 


simplified version of XHTML table structure -->

<!ELEMENT table (number?, heading?, (text | colgroup | tr)*)>

<!ELEMENT colgroup (col+)>

<!ELEMENT col EMPTY>

<!-- column widths: use only percentage values ("0%"-"100%")  -->

<!ATTLIST col


width CDATA #IMPLIED


%CellAlignment; 

>

<!ELEMENT tr (th | td)*>

<!ELEMENT th (number?, (text | para | amendment)*)>

<!ATTLIST th


%CellSpanning; 


%CellAlignment; 

>

<!ELEMENT td (number?, (%GeneralContent; | div-1 | div-2 | div-3 | div-4 | div-5 | amendment | list)*)>

<!ATTLIST td


%CellSpanning; 


%CellAlignment; 

>

<!-- formula -->

<!ELEMENT formula (%math.qname;, parameters?)>

<!ELEMENT parameters (para+)>  <!-- parameters is text for the  "where x=" section -->

<!-- signatures -->

<!ELEMENT signatures (signature*, commentaries?)>

<!ATTLIST signatures


activetext_fragment_id CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT signature (sigtext*, seal?, (signee | sigtitle)*, address*, date?)>

<!ELEMENT signee (text, abbreviation?)>
<!-- signee name -->

<!ELEMENT sigtext (text, date?)>


<!-- text of signatory -->

<!ELEMENT abbreviation (#PCDATA)> 
<!-- signee abbreviation -->

<!ELEMENT sigtitle (#PCDATA)>


<!-- signee title -->

<!ELEMENT address (#PCDATA)>

<!-- signee address -->

<!ELEMENT seal EMPTY>




<!-- LS Seal -->

<!-- images - ref is the image ID, width and height should only be specified in mm  -->

<!ELEMENT image (caption?, description?, textcontent?)>

<!ATTLIST image


id CDATA #REQUIRED


width CDATA #IMPLIED


height CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT caption (%FormattedText;)*>

<!-- image caption -->

<!ELEMENT description (%FormattedText;)*>

<!-- image description -->

<!ELEMENT textcontent (#PCDATA)>

<!-- unformatted text content of image -->

<!-- lists -->

<!ELEMENT list (listitem+)>

<!ELEMENT listitem (%FormattedText;)*>

<!-- class used to indicate bullet style -->

<!ATTLIST listitem


class CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!-- classes of textual data -->

<!ELEMENT heading (text, qualifyingheading?)>

<!-- item heading -->

<!ATTLIST heading


location (before | side) #IMPLIED

>

<!ELEMENT qualifyingheading (%FormattedText;)*>

<!ELEMENT number (%FormattedText;)*>
<!-- item number  (1), (b), (iii) can contain highlights -->

<!ELEMENT defterm (%FormattedText;)*>
<!-- defined term -->

<!ATTLIST defterm


class CDATA #REQUIRED

>

<!ELEMENT quotation (%FormattedText;)*>

<!-- quoted text -->

<!ATTLIST quotation


class CDATA #REQUIRED

>

<!ELEMENT marginnote (%FormattedText;)*>
<!-- margin note -->

<!ELEMENT date (#PCDATA | font)*>


<!-- generic date element -->

<!ELEMENT referto (%FormattedText;)*>

<!-- refererence to parts of main content -->

<!-- inline formatting -->

<!ELEMENT font (%FormattedText;)*>


<!-- class = the display style name ("roman", "bold", "italic", "smallcaps", "subscript", "superscript")   -->

<!ATTLIST font


class (roman | bold | italic | smallcaps | subscript | superscript) #REQUIRED

>

<!-- text content -->

<!ELEMENT text (%FormattedText;)*>

<!-- amendments -->

<!-- ID is optional to allow you to create an amendment tag before it is committed to the system -->

<!ELEMENT amendment (%AmendmentContent;)*>

<!ATTLIST amendment


id CDATA #IMPLIED

>

<!-- commentary data (only held temporarily during preview) -->

<!ELEMENT commentaries (commentary)*>

<!ELEMENT commentary (type, text)>

<!ATTLIST commentary


id CDATA #IMPLIED

>
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Extents

The following extents and combination of extents are available on the Editorial System;

E+W+S+NI

E+W+S

E+W

E+S

E

W+S+NI

S+NI

W+S

W

S

E+W+NI

E+S+NI

E+NI

W+NI

NI

Annex G

GLOSSARY


Words in bold type indicate cross-reference

Act



an item of primary legislation passed by Parliament, the Scottish Parliament or the Northern Ireland Assembly.

Amendment
used in 2 senses: (1) an alteration to a Bill during its passage through Parliament; (2) a change made by or under one Act in another Act (which may be made by way of either a textual amendment or a non-textual amendment).



Amendment Text
The text of a textual amendment either as it is set out in the amending legislation or as it is located in the Act being amended. Amendment text may include tables or other non-text elements.



Archbishops' 

Instrument
a legislative instrument, authorised by a Measure of the General Synod and made by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, usually specifying the commencement date for a Measure.



Arrangement of 

Sections
a type of list of contents at the beginning of an item of legislation.



Attributes
added value information assigned to a whole document and to each version of each provision within the document. Attributes currently include: start date, stop date, geographical extent and indicators whether a provision contains a blanket amendment or a power to make secondary legislation.



Base Date
The base date is 1st February 1991. Both primary legislation and secondary legislation passed since the base date are held on SLD. The text of primary legislation passed before the base date is held on SLD revised to the base date.



Bill
a proposal for an Act laid before Parliament

Blanket Amendment
an amendment applying to enactments that are not specifically identified.



Commencement
when an item of legislation (or part of it) comes into force as law.



Commentary
editorial information appended to provision or item of legislation.  There are 7 types: 'C-notes' describe non- textual amendments and cite the legislative authority for them; 'E-notes' contain extent information; 'F-notes' cite the authority for textual amendments; 'I-notes' contain commencement information; 'M-notes' cite the year and number of an item of legislation referred to in the text by name only; 'P-notes' give details of exercises of power; 'X-notes' are cautionary notes used to alert users to anything of importance.



Concurrent version
a version of a provision running in parallel to one or more other versions (i.e. the period during which the versions are operative will be the same or will overlap). Concurrent versions will exist, for example, where there are different versions of the text of a provision in force at the same time different extents, or if there are different versions in force relating to different tax years.



Confers Power
See 'Power'.

Consolidation
the process of combining and restating the effect of scattered legislative provisions in a coherent and modern form, usually resulting in a single new item of legislation.



Context Sensitive
denotes a characteristic of the system in which help information or other functionality is related to cursor position or editorial action.



Data Management Team
team within SPO responsible for receipt, load and maintenance of structure and content of the electronic files. It is also responsible for system management and administration tasks.



DCA


Department of Constitutional Affairs.



Drafting Offices
offices responsible for drafting primary legislation, notably: Offices of Parliamentary Counsel and Scottish Parliamentary Counsel; Lord Advocate's Department; Office of the Legislative Draftsman (NI); Law Commission and Scottish Law Commission.



DTD

Document Type Definition for primary and secondary legislation.


Editorial Team
team within SPO responsible for interpretation and 

application of amendments brought about by new 

legislation on existing legislation.

Effect
any impact made by an enactment upon another enactment. The term will thus include all amendments, but may also include other non-amending references.

Enactment
any item of legislation or any part of such an item having legislative effect.



End Users
users of the SLD enquiry system provided via Knowledge Network (responsibility of the e-Envoy Office).  This excludes SPO who are the main users responsible for maintaining the database.



Exercise of power
See 'Power'.



Extent

jurisdiction or geographical area to which an item of legislation applies, either by express provision or by implication. For SLD purposes these are: England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland or any combination of these.

General Synod
governing body of the Church of England having power to make primary legislation in the form of Measures.



Government
depending on the context, the term may refer to the UK Government or to the Scottish Government (or even, more loosely, the devolved administrations in Wales and Northern Ireland).



Government Legal 

Service
a collective term for lawyer posts in the Civil Service.



Hard copy

printed output.



HMSO
Her Majesty's Stationery Office, who administer Crown and Parliamentary copyright in legislation and manage the SPO contract with TSO for supply of data.



Images
image capture of maps, diagrams and road signs included within Legislation.



Legislation
law created by, or by authority of, the UK Parliament, and including law created by, or by authority of, the devolved bodies (Scottish Parliament, Northern Ireland Assembly, Welsh Assembly). Legislation may be primary legislation or secondary legislation.



Liberata
formerly known as CSL.  They are primary contractors 

for DCA under Private Finance Initiative.



Local Act

Act passed by Parliament having only a local application (cf. Public General Act and Personal Act).



Long title



words appearing at the beginning of an Act, but after the Short Title, setting out in general terms the purposes of the Act.

Measure



an item of primary legislation enacted by the General Synod.

Ministerial Order



an order made by a minister.

Non-textual amendment



an amendment whereby the meaning or scope of 

an Act or any part of it is affected without altering the 

text.

Northern Ireland Act



an Act of the Northern Ireland Assembly. The term may sometimes also be used informally to denote Acts of the UK Parliament extending only to Northern Ireland.

Order in Council



a type of statutory instrument notably used to enact primary legislation for Northern Ireland during periods of direct rule from Westminster.

Parliament
when used without qualification, the term will usually mean the UK (Westminster) Parliament. Depending on the context, it may also mean the Scottish Parliament (but not the Northern Ireland Assembly or the Welsh Assembly).



Parliamentary draftsmen



specialist statute lawyers employed by government 

to draft Bills.

Parliamentary Session
period during which sittings of Parliament take place, generally running from November of one year to October of the next.



Personal Act

Act passed by Parliament having application to particular persons. Personal Acts are now rare. (cf. Public General Act and Personal Act)



Power



Generally used here to mean a power, conferred by a provision of an Act, to make secondary legislation. The making of an item of secondary legislation in pursuance of such a power is referred to as an 'exercise of power'.



Preamble



words appearing near the beginning of an Act after the Long Title, stating the reasons for passing the Act. The use of preambles is optional and they are now rare.



Prerogative Instrument



a form of primary legislation made by the sovereign under the Royal Prerogative (i.e. not secondary legislation made under a statutory power) in the form of Orders in Council, proclamations, Royal warrants, etc.



Primary Legislation



Acts, Measures and Prerogative Instruments. As distinct from secondary legislation.

PRINCE 

Projects Run In Controlled Environments.

PRINCE
the methodology, is in the public domain and provides a set of formal procedures for implementing structured project management methods in IT projects.



Prospective
term used to denote an enactment or an amendment which has not yet been brought into force. Prospective textual amendments give rise to a version of the amended provision which has no start date and is called a 'prospective version'. The term may also appear in abbreviated form within commentary as "prosp."



Provision
a general term for any part of the text of an item of legislation other than its formal parts such as long title, preamble etc.. Most often used to denote a numbered section or other distinct numbered sub-division. Alternatively, any part of the text which has legislative effect.



Public General Act
Act passed by Parliament having public general application. This is the main type of primary legislation. (cf. Local Act and Personal Act)



Queen's Printer's Copy
the full text loose copy of an Act printed by the Queen's 

Printer.

Regnal Year/ Number
until 1962, Acts were numbered according to the year or years of the sovereign's reign during which the parliamentary session that passed the Act was held. Thus the Tanganyika Republic Act 1962 would be cited as1962 (11 & 12 Eliz. 2) c. 1. This means that it was the first Act passed by the session of Parliament that sat during the 11th and 12th years of the reign of Elizabeth II. Since 1963, Acts have been numbered by calendar years only. 




Royal Assent
the assent of the sovereign to an Act or Measure gives it the force of law.  The date of the Royal Assent appears after the Long Title.



Scottish Act
an Act of the Scottish Parliament. The term may sometimes also be used informally to denote an Act of the UK Parliament extending only to Scotland.



Section
A provision, usually numbered, contained in the body of an Act or Measure (rather than in a Schedule etc.).



Secondary legislation
legislation made, usually by Ministers, under the authority of a power contained in primary legislation.



Short title
words at the top of an Act or Measure before the Long Title constituting the name by which the Act or Measure may be cited. 



SLD

the Statute Law Database system.



SPO



the Statutory Publications Office.

Start date



the earliest date on which a given version of a provision or item of legislation had effect.

Statute



an Act or Measure.

Statute Book



used in two senses: (1) all the statute law ever passed; 

and (2) the statutes currently part of the law.

Statutory Instrument



the main type of secondary legislation, usually made under authority contained in Acts. SIs may be general or local in application. There are also Scottish SIs made under the authority of Scottish Acts and Welsh SIs made by the Welsh Assembly.

Statutory Rules

Secondary legislation for Northern Ireland, usually made under authority contained in Northern Ireland Acts or Orders in Council.


SR&O



Statutory Rules and Orders - the description given to Statutory Instruments before1948.

Stop date



The last date on which a version of a provision or item of legislation had effect or the day before that version was superseded by a new version.

Sub-provision



a the highest level sub-division of a provision.



Subordinate legislation



see Secondary Legislation, Statutory Instrument and Statutory Rules.

Textual amendment



an amendment which operates by changing the text of the amended enactment.



TSO



The Stationery Office Ltd.  Suppliers of hard and electronic copies of legislation.

Words of enactment
formal words appearing at the beginning of an Act after the Long Title expressing the legislative intent to enact the said Act.



XML



Extensible Markup Language. A markup language for documents containing structured information that provides a facility to define tags and the structural relationship between them. 
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